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retiring Christians surrounded by the reserve army,
and the Andalusian armies poured from all sides. The
Christians were torn everywhere, and the dead and the
wounded surrounded the king of Castille who was
severely wounded in the thigh, and he and his army
escaped destruction only by nightfall.

The Muslims passed the night in the field of
battle watching the movements of the Christians. On
the morning of the following day some of their forces
advanced to chase the fugitives, while another great
force began to collect spoils which were enormous.

According to the Muslim chronicle the king of
Castille escaped with about five hundred men, the
remnant of his army, and, while the Muslims lost only
three thousand men, most of the Christians perished.
It is also reported that the heads of the Christians
who were killed were gathered and formed a great hill,
and when counted found to be twenty-four thousand.
According to another report the number of the heads
of the men killed, distributed among the cities of
Andalusia, was forty thousand.7 This is no doubt an
exaggerated figure, although the Christian report
admits that the battle was terrible and the losses of
the Christians were very great. There is no doubt
also that the losses of the Muslims were equally great,
particularly among Almoravides who were fighting in
a foreign land. The victorious armies did not content
themselves with their decisive victory in the plains of
Al-Zallaka, but marched north and reconquered from
the Christians many of the forts and towns they
had occupied years before. Ibn Tashfin returned to
Seville where he remained for a little time before
returning to Mauritania on account of urgent matters.

It is evident  that the encounter of Islam  and
Christianity in the plains of Al-Zallaka was a page of
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